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INTEBMEDIATE /SECONDARY EDUCATION SERIES: 



Vietnamese History^ Literature , 
and Folklore 



Following is xMe first of several bibliographies >jhich deal with cultural 
and literary material about Vietnam and the Vietnanl^se, available in 
English Tbe entries are aill for^ the intermediate and/or secondary 
level and are designated as to appropriateness., e.g. upper elementary 
and intermediate, secondary and adult, etc. 



1. From the Vietnamese; Ten Centuries of Poetry , edited by Burton 

Raffel^ \New^X°^k- October House, ^968. 75pp. (Secondary 
and Adult) ' ^ 1 

s ^A seven-page introduction discusses and Illustrates the rules 
of Vietnamese versification. The rest op- the book is a collection 
of , Vietnamese poems from the 11th century to the present. Two 
peasant sotigs are included. The/ translations are by Burton Raffel*'^ 
based on literal renderings of the originals supplied by Vietnamese 
scholars. (The poems represeni^ a wide range both in time and sub- 
ject matter.) / 



2. Getting to Know the Two Vietnams , by Fred West, illustrated by 
Polly Bollan. New York: Coward -McCann, 1963. 64 pp. 

The first half of the book, , for upper eleiaaentary and junior 
high students, gives a comprehensive historical background of Viet-, 
nam, the achievements of President Diem' s adrninistratlon and the 
causes that led to its downfall. There is a chapter on the City 
of Saigon, the people, the transportation, schools, clothing and 
food. 

The second half deals with foreign aid in Vietnam, primarily 
Chinese-ln the North and American in the South. The life in North 
Vietnam is presented through the eyes x>f a boy brought up on a 
state-run farm. The* author also talks about the role of different 
relig^ions in Vietnam and Sfmie cultural features. 

"To tell twin stories" is the stated goal of the book, yet 
there are only five pages devoted to the life in North Vietnam. 

The writing is clear. Instructive and supplemented witii 
beautiful illustrations, maps and a chronology of important dates 
in Vietnamese history. 



KIM - A Gift from Vietnam , by Frank W. Chinnock. New York: 

World Publishing Co. , 1971. 210 pp. (Secondary and Adult) 

An editor for Reader' s Digest, Mr. Chinnock tells the 
story of his own adopted Vietnamese child. The first five chapters 
describe how the family came to the decision of adopting a Viet* 
namese girl, his trip to Saigon to search for ^'their dau^ter", 
their long wait, their anxiety, expectation, frustration and fin* 
ally the arrival of Kim. ^The remaining eight chapters. describe 
the difficult time they had adjusting to Kim and helping Kim 
adjust to her new family. Recommended especially for adoptive 
parents x^ith Vietnamese children. The Chinnocks'' personal 
experience will help them understand and handle their adopted 
children better. There are 30 pictures of Kim in different moods 
and acts. ^ 



Land of Seagull and Foxy Folk Tales of Vietnam , by Ruth Q. Sun, 
illustrated by Ho Thanh Due. Rutland, Vermont: C.E. 
Tuttle Co. , 1967. 135pp. $5.50. (Secondary and Adult). 

Thirty-one ^tra^^tionalV^tolle trinslat^d in a pleasant 

style. The author spent one^year as a lecturer at the University 
of Saigon, and^>iiol-lected many of the stories^' directly from her 
students in 'Versions learned at the knees o;f their parents and 
grandparents*'. The boo^ is well presented, beautifully illustrated 
and re;^«'esentB[tiv^; the tales reflect the universal nature of 
fpll^ cales, showing man' s earliest attempt to interpret his own 
svtrroundings , the I basic human plight, man's inner desire to get 

from harsh reality, etc. There is a short chronology of 
events both real Vnd legendary in Vietnamese history.. The 
book can serve as an entertaining source of information on Viet* 
nam and its people. 

Let's Visit Vietnam , by John C. Caldwell. New York: The John 
Day Co.,. 1969. $3.96. 

Appropriate for upper elementary and junior high students. 
The first part of the book gives an outline of the history of Viet* 
nam from the ancient past to the emergence of Ho Chi Minh and the 
partition of Vietnam in 1954. It also describes the way of life 
in different areas of the country: the rural, the highlands and 
the city. The second hialf is about the American involvement in 
Vietnam. The book ends with the beginning of the combat troops' 
withdrawal. 

In his account 5f events, the author tends to relate wh^it 
is familiar to the Americans, such as the comparison of the noc- 
turnal attacks of the Viet Cong on the strategic hamlets with the 
Indian attacks during the night in the pioneer days, which ohelp 
give a clearer picture to the young American reader. 

Despite a few errors regarding the historical facts of 
Vietnam and the language the book is easy to read, clear, and 
instructive. It is intended for th(^ American student who wants 
to know the vhys and hc^^s of the American involvement in Vietnaib. 



•3- 



6. Promises to Keep , by Paige Dixon. New York: 
$6.95., (Secondary and Adult) 



Atheneum, 1974. 165 pp. 



The book deals with problems faced by an orphaned bOy, half 
American, half Vietnamese, vhen he went to live, with his American 
grandmother in a small New England town after his Vietnamei^e 
nipther died. His quiet but strong personality had a good influence 
on his American cousin. The book also presents the American young-* 
sters &^ p^judiced, qruel, thoughtless; but there are other nice 
boys, too. 



7. The Story of Vietnam; A Backia^round Book for Young People , by Hal 
Dareff. New York: Parents' Magazine Press, 1966. 250 pp. 
(Intermediate through Adult) 

This is-^ clearly presented (primarily modern) history of 
Vietnam. The Jbook begins with a chapter on the history of Viet- 
jnam before the I^rench. The establishment of the French is given 
Hi more detail, and ther^ is a chapter on Communism and Ho Chi 
Minh; The last half of the book is devoted to the period since 
^ World War II, with the book ending with President Ky still in 
power. , . 

0 

The author's purpose is to provide a background for under- 
standing American involvement in Viietnam. Ais a result, this is 
almost exclusively a political history, and is primarily concerned 
with the more recent periods* In i^aces the writing seems somewhat 
"sjlanted'*, but the author makes it clear in his introduction that 
the book contains personal opinions and interpretations of facts. 



8. Vietnam.and Countries of the Mekong , by Larry Henderson. Rev. ed. 

1 New York: Thomas Nelson, 1967. 254 pp. (Secondary and Adult) 

} 

The first five chapters are devoted to Vietnam, rai:iging 
from the, geographical and cultural background to the political and 
economic problems^. Good background reading for high school students. 



Viet Nam: Land of Many Dragons , by Hal Buell. New York: Dodd, 
Mead, 1968. 142 pp*. 

This is a simplified history of Vietnam for the upper elem- 
entary/junior high level, with about half the book devoted to the 
period of American involvement. The last two chapters deal with 
the impact of the Vietnamese War on the U.S. and its possible impor- 
tance in the world situation. The book is illustrated with many 
striking black and white photographs. Because of its publication 
date (1968), the concluding chapters are dated. 

\ 
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10, Vietnam^ Our Beloved Land , by Nguyen Cao Dan and Tran Cpo Llnh. 

Rutland, Vermont: Charles E. Tuttle, 1968. ,. 124 pp. 
(Intermediate throt|gh Adult) \ 

This is a collection of photographs by Vietnamese photo- \ 
graphers designed to show Vietnam as It Is remembered by the Vlet- 
na;mese. The 86 photographs are grouped Into the following cate* \ 
gorles, each of which begins with a brief Introduction: plains \ 
and meadows, the evergreen highlands,. £he sea, sand dunes, cultural 
aspects and folklore, Vietnamese boats, the Vietnamese woman, the 
Vietnamese soldier. While these photographs have been chosen in 
part for their artistic value, most of them also present visually 
Important aspects of Vietnamese culture as well as views of the 
land and people. 



11. V ietnam; The Country. The People , by David C. Cooke. New York: 

Grosset £e Dunlap, 1968. $4.95. (Secondary and Adult) 

The book has 11 chapters covering the legendary origin of 
the Vietnamese, their historical background and the characteris- 
ticssof their way of life as compared with those In the Western 
world. Chapter headings are: 1) Legend of the Kindly Dragon, 
2) A Study in Survival, 3) The Family is Always first , 4) Paris 
of the Orient, 5) Life in a Vietnamese Village, 6) Customs and 
Religions, 7) The^apK^a^s, 8) A Different Way of Life, 9) 
^ llarriage by Arrangement, 10) Nuoc mam and Hot Dog, 11) Your Future 
ih the Stars. Most of the information collected is based on the 
author's personal contacts during the days he served in Vietnam 
as publications advisor to the SVN government. 

The author dwells heavily on traditions no long/r practiced 
^ in Vietnam which tend to give the reader a\mlsleading impression 

of the daily life of the modern Vietnamese.\ He also tends to over- 
- generalize, and misinterpretations crop up ttvroughout the book. 
It is yet a delightful book to read if one is \|.ooking for enter- 
taining reading material. 

12. Vietnamese Folk Poetry, translated by John Balaban^ Greensboro, 

N.C.: Unicorn Press, 1974. 47 pp. $8.00 clc)th, $4.00 
paperback. (Secondary and Adult) 

^ This is a book oFTr¥dlrtonal Vietnamese oral poems, (ca dao) 
collected by the translator in the Mekong delta, Saigon, the Cen- 
tral Hi^lands, and Hue in t^ll and 1972. The poems in this book 
were chosen from around 500 recqf'ded at that time from about 30 
people ranging from a 5-year-old boy to a 72-year-old woman. In 
addition to the 36 short poems (the longest is a page), there is 
a one -page introduction and a biographical note about the translator. 
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13. Vietnamese Legends , compiled and translated by G.F. Schultz. • 
Rutland, Vermont: C.E. Tuttle, 1965. 163 pp. $4,70. 
(Secondary and Adult) 

j. The book contains 32 short stories as part of the well of 
fblklore of V itnam. Versions presented here are most popular 
ones and given In a pleasant style. The author gives a brief note 
n the historical background of th^ country , pointing out the 
eep influence on the culture by the neighbor in the north, yet 
observes that "on the Chinese base, there has developed a langQage , 
literature ^nd* civilization of distinct Vietnamese flavor", a „ 
point many foreign writers on Vietnam have missed. / 
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14. Zen Poems by Nhat Hanh. Greensboro, N.C. : Unicorn Press, 
{ pre^ss. $10.00 cloth, $5.00 paperback. j 

This book contains 12 poems. These are written 1^ Vo-Dlnh's 
ink-and-l^rush Calligraphy (In Vietname^se) on a sheet whlfch also 
interprets each verse wi^h a drawing. |The English translation 
(by Teo Savbry arid Vo-Dir^^) is en face j The poems suggest the 



feel of the philosophy of Zen Buddhism/. 



6 



.4- 



10, Vietnam. Our Beloved Land , by Nguyen Cao Dan and Tran Qfio Linh. 

Rutland, Vermont: Charles E. Tuttle, 1968.. 124 pp. 
(Intermediate through Adult) — \ 

This is a collection of photographs by Vietnamese photp- 
'graphers designed to show Vietnam as it is remembered by the Viet- 
naroese. The 86 photographs are grouped into the following cate- 
gories, each of which begins with a brief introduction: plains 
and meadows, the evergreen highlands the sea, sand dunes, cultural 
aspects and folklore, Vietnamese bdats, the Vietnamese woman,^ the 
Vietnamese soldier. While these photographs have been chosen in 
part for their artistic value, most of them also present visually 
important aspects of Vietnamese culture as well as views of the 
land and people , 



11. Vietnam: The Countr_y^ The Peopled by David C. Cooke. New York: 

Grbsset & Dunlap, X968. $4.95. (Secondary and Adult) 

The book has 11 chapters covering the legendary origin of 
the Vietnamese, their historical background and the cjiaracteri's- 
tics->of their way of life as ccrmpared with those in the Western 
world. Chapiter headings are: 1) Legend of the Kindly Dragon, 
2y A Study in Survival, 3) The Family ' is. Always'^irst , 4) Paris 
of the Orient, 5) Life in a Vietnamese Village, 6) Customs and 
Religions, 7) The-Happj^JEi^ies, 8) A Different W&y of Life, 9) 
Marriage by Arrangement, 10) Nuoc mam and Hot Dog, 11) Your Future 
in the Stars. Most of the information collected is based on the 
author's personal contacts during the days he served in Vietnam 
as publications ^advisor to the SVN governmept. 

The author dwells heavily on traditions no longer practiced 

In Vietnam which tend to give the reader a .misleading 'impression 

of the daily life of the modern Vietnamese.X He also tends to over- 
- generalize, and misinterpretations crop up throughout the book. 
It is yet a delightful book to re^d if one is\.ooking for enter- 
taining reading material. 

• / 

12. Vietnamese Folk Poetry, translated by John Balaban* Greensboro, 
^ N.C.: Unicorn Press, 1974. 47 pp. $8.00 cloth, $4.00 

paperback. (Secondary and Adult) 

\ This is a book oF^lradi'tlonal Vietnamese oral poems, (ca dao) 
collected by the translator in the Mekong delta, Saigon, the Cen- 
tral Highlands, and Hue in 1^71 and 1972. The poems in this book 
were chosen from around 500 recqtded at that time from about 30 
people ranging from a S-y^ar-old boy to 'a 72-year-6ld woman. In 
addition to the 36 short poems (the longest is a page), there is 
a one-page introduction and a biographical note about the translator. 
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Vletnamese Legend s > compiled and translated by G.F. Schuitz.. ■ 

Rutland, Vermont: C.E. Tuttle, 1965, 163 pp^ $4.70. ' 
1 (Secondary and Adult) " ^/ 

I The book contains| 32 short stories as part of the well of 
folklore of Vietnam. Versions presented here are'most popular 
ones and given in a pleasant style. The author gives a brief note 
^n the historical background of th^ country, pointing out the 
^eep influence on the culture by the neighbor in the north, yet 
observes that "on the Chinese base, there ha3 developed a language, 
litera-ture ^rid* civilization of distinct Vietnamese flavor", a 
point many foreign writers on Vietnam have/ missed. / 
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Zen Poems > /by J^hat Hanh. Greensboro, N.C.: Unicorn Press, in 
pr^ss. $10.00 cloth, $5.00 paperback. j 

This book- contains 12 poems. These are written i^ Vo-Dinh' 
ink-and-yrush ^calligraphy (in Vietnamese) on a sheet whifch also 
interprets each verse witjh a drawing. jThe English translation 
(by Teo S'av^ory and Vo-Din|i) is /en 'face t The poems sugg|pst the. 
feel of ; the philosophy of Zen Buddhisn^l 
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